
 

Spring Rehabilitation: A case study of Msukeni Village, Eastern Cape 

Introduction:  

The United Nation Environment's Freshwater Strategy is a global guideline that allows for 

environmental, social and economic support. This is done by ensuring a global framework for freshwater 

supply, benefits and services through environmental well-being. The strategy recognises that the health 

of people is directly connected to environmental health. This approach is very useful and ensures 

communities with good environmental health, benefits and services. With this, another interlinked 

objective is the strategy for Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) which is at the center of global 

human development.   

Discussion: 

In the Eastern Cape Province, villages under the Matatiele Local Municipality region are vastly infested 

with alien invasive vegetation. Generally, these alien invasive plants have the propensity to consume 

significantly high levels of water; which negatively affects communities which they infest.  

One of the most impacted communities within this region is the Msukeni village, in Mvenyane. A rural 

community that depends largely on rural methods for survival and livelihood; majority surviving through 

subsistence agricultural practices. The village comprises of approximately 80 households, one public 

clinic and two schools. The village consists of gravel roads and is located approximately 80 KM away 

from the Matatiele town.  

The abundance of Black Wattle (alien invasive vegetation) around this village has led to numerous 

water stress related issues. These issues can be categorized under water supply, water access and water 
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demand for most residents in the community, as open water sources dry up. The initiative to improve 

resilience and adaptation to climate change for the village is facilitated by the WASH/One Health 

program (spring rehabilitation and water supply), interactively with the Natural Resource Management 

project (through removal of black wattle).  

With the above environmental challenges in the community, CSA had a need for interventions. In 2014, 

CSA presented its strategy to the Matatiele Local Municipality authorities, traditional council and 

community members. The platform gave an opportunity to outline how most of these environmental 

challenges can be resolved.  It was only in September 2014 whereby initial clearing of black wattle 

commenced and due to lack of funding, community members were only working as volunteers. CSA 

projects had a footprint from then within the community and this has expanded with the introduction of 

the Natural Resources Management (NRM) work funded by Working for Water. With WASH spring 

rehabilitation work being piloted in 2015.   

Following the intensive work of removing black wattle, water sources such as springs were rehabilitated.  

In May 2018 WASH/One Health team (9 water monitors and 5 community volunteers) intervened by 

rehabilitating a restored spring to support the community with water supply.  The spring is located on a 

hill, directly below a cleared area. The spring has decent water flow and good pressure which fills a two 

litre container in 30 seconds.  The approximate distance between the spring and the community is 

1600m, with a piping structure allowing flow of water down the hill to a 2500 litre tank that feeds two 

taps located in different positions (100m away from the tank), mainly for human consumption with 

pipes, water tank and taps all provided by CSA funding.  

Achievements: 

 Clean water access and supply for the community 

 Revegetation; Rangelands and grazing land for livestock 

 Skills development; livestock and Conflict management, sustainable farming and water hygiene 

 Employment opportunities; through monthly salaries from projects implemented  

 Improved livelihoods; Animal health and financial income during mobile auctions 

 Spring Maintenance  

Way forward: 



The Msukeni village traditional leadership has issued a letter expressing appreciation for the work done 

(Figure 3 & 4). There was also a community meeting (Figure 5) in respect of the requests for further 

assistance from CSA; i.e. to install additional taps to households further down the valley as stipulated in 

the letter. Upon approval, the community will fundraise for a water tank and additional man power. The 

extra tank will receive water coming from the main tank’s overflow which is currently wasted (Figure 

2c). 

Annexure  

 

Figure1: Map showing the integration of NRM and WASH/One Health work in Msukeni Village 
(Mvenyane, ward 21) 
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Figure 2 (a-d): Water monitors connecting pipes from the tap to the tank and surrounding community 
members collecting water.  

 



 

 

 

Figure 3: Letter of compliment from Msukeni village traditional leaders. 



 

 

Figure 4: Letter of compliment translated (in English). 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Figure 5: Msukeni meeting preparation and adoption of the agenda (9 July 2018). 

 

 

 


